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las	 longitudes	total	 (TL),	 furcal	 (FL)	y	precaudal	 (PL)	de	Carcha-
rhinus falciformis en	 el	 Pacífico	 central	 mexicano	 (CMP)	 fue	











































coast	 (CL	 =	 0.473TL1.084,	 r2	 =	 0.98,	 n	 =	 308)	 (Cruz-Jiménez,	 2010).	
Similarly,	 the	 relationships	of	 the	distance	between	both	dorsal	













frozen,	onboard	semi-industrial	vessels	 fishing	 in	 the	CMP	from	
February	 to	 December	 2011.	 After	 determining	 the	 sex,	 TL,	 fork	





caudal	 fin	 extended	 in	 natural	 position	 but	 not	 stretched	 (Com-
pagno,	1984).
A	linear	model	of	the	form	Y	=	αX+β,	where	Y	=	TL,	FL	or	PL	
and	 X	 =	 IL,	 was	 used	 to	 describe	 each	 relationship.	 The	 Pear-





statistic	 to	 detect	 the	 presence	 of	 autocorrelation	 between	 the	
variables	were	also	estimated.
The	 existence	 of	 differences	 between	 sexes	 for	 each	 re-
lationship	 was	 tested	 using	 covariance	 analysis	 (ANCOVA).	 TL	
























as	 these	 tissues	can	affect	 the	quality	of	meat	and	 fins	 (mainly	




The	 regional	 differences	 found	 among	 IL-TL	 and	 IL-PL	 re-
lationships	 do	 not	 necessarily	 imply	 the	 existence	 of	 different	
populations,	since	the	same	effect	can	be	attributed	to	method-
ological	 inconsistencies.	 It	 has	 been	 stated	 that	 measuring	 TL	
with	 the	 shark	 tail	 in	 a	 supposed	 natural	 position	 (Compagno,	
1984)	may	result	in	high	variability	and	error,	due	to	the	difficulty	
of	determining	a	“natural”	position	(Francis,	2006),	and	this	could	
account	 for	 the	regional	differences	found	 in	 the	 IL-TL	relation-
ship.	In	contrast,	the	differences	found	in	the	PL-IL	relationships	
are	unaffected	by	the	position	of	the	tail.	However,	no	significant	




















abundant,	and	 it	 is	also	useful	 to	estimate	shark	size	 from	 their	
carcasses	 at	 landing	 sites.	 We	 recommend	 using	 the	 relation-







Y X α s.e. β s.e. n r RMSE
TL IL 8.249 6.978-9.521 0.648 3.976 3.938-4.014 0.019 1200 0.97 4.568
FL IL 6.421 5.366-7.475 0.537 3.303 3.271-3.334 0.016 1169 0.97 3.650
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